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A Conversation with James Howard Kunstler
By Susannah B. Smith

Hanging out

PROJECT LAUNDRY LIST

I spoke recently with Mr. Kunstler, author of books such as The City in
Mind and Geography of Nowhere, about topics raised in his recent work,
The Long Emergency, published by the Atlantic Monthly Press in 2005,
which describes the challenges posed by the coming permanent global oil
crisis, climate change, and other "converging catastrophes of the 21st
Century." Jim lives in a small town in upstate New York and has authored several novels as well as non-fiction works. He enjoys painting
landscapes that depict scenes that may be common to the motoring public.

Photo courtesy Jim Kunstler

SS: Welcome, Mr. Kunstler. Project Laundry List is pleased to
be speaking with you this morning. How is the weather where you are –in upstate New York,
is it? I wonder if it’s a good day to hang out laundry?
JK: Yes, Susannah, it’s great to chat with you -- please do call me Jim. Quite gray and cloudy
actually, 55 degrees, not too bad. Spring is a little bit slow this year –but we’re starting to get
some bud action on the trees.
SS: Can you tell us what you’ve been up to lately? Any new books in the works?
Currently I am working on a novel set in the not-too-distant, post-oil future in a small town in
my part of the country, which was sort of left behind by the 20th century. The title is World
Made by Hand, and things have changed quite a bit from the way they are now.
SS: I’ll certainly look forward to reading it when it’s published. In your work overall, you
stress the importance of a lessening dependence upon oil. You know, aside from the energy
savings that I know you advocate, many of us have fond memories of simpler times we “left
behind,” when a grandmother or parent hung laundry outside to dry in the yard –playing hide
& seek behind billowing sheets, perhaps handing up the clothespins and helping. But sometimes people don’t respond well to seeing laundry lines or mowing the lawn a little less frequently in order to save energy. Project Laundry List advocates making simple choices in
order to change, and attempts to counteract the negativity associated with those choices. But
what do you think of this? Do you think people will change in order to do good?
JK: We’ll do what we have to. In response to climate change, people will not necessarily
change their behavior until they’re compelled by circumstances to change. It will be a matter
of incremental changes rather than making clear-cut choices. In my next book, I’ll address the
topic of the diminishing returns of technology. It’s kind of complicated, but there are a lot of
new problems that are created by the things we come up with to make our lives more luxurious
(continued on page 7)

Inside this issue:

Regular Features:

Interview: James H. Kunstler

1

Full Circle, by Bill Huggins

4

• The Washboard………………………… Page 2

The Clothesline, by Karen Banfield

5

• The View from the Basket .................... Page 3

Update: Energy Issues

6

10 Simple Tips, by Rachael Stern

10

Celebrations, by Sara Russell

10

• Announcements…….……………......... Page 2

• Hanging Out With… ............................ Page 5
• Laundry Lines in the Media................. Page 6
• Letters to the Editor ............................. Page 7

The Washboard
By Alexander P. Lee
Executive Director

"Every idea's time comes around."
That is what I wrote to John McCardell
last week. He was the President of Middlebury College when I founded Project
Laundry List as an undergraduate there.
I was not just writing to him about the
twenty million people who have read
about Project Laundry List in the last
couple of months and our newfound
notoriety. I was asking him to help us
reach out to American college presidents about building dormitories and
student housing with space for airdrying clothes.
Former Ambassador to Denmark
Dick Swett, who is a neighbor of mine
and the only architect to have served in
Congress during the last half of the 20th
Century, gave me a brochure about new
student housing in Denmark that has
incorporated drying spaces with a serious degree of architectural magnificence.
Not a day later, Elizabeth Johnson

wrote to me from Vancouver saying,
"The City of Vancouver—home to our
newest Advisory Board member, David
T. Suzuki, Ph.D.—has developed a draft
policy requiring that laundry-drying
spaces be built into all new construction.
This policy is now under discussion in a
series of public meetings. Council will
vote on the policy in October." See
www.vancouver.ca/ecodensity.
Elizabeth and her friends, led by a
young electrician from Fort McMurray,
Manitoba named John Jewett, are trying
to form a Canadian affiliate of our organization, which they hope to call
"Let's Hang Out." There is exciting activity in New Jersey, Arizona, England,
the Netherlands, Italy, and countless
other locations around the globe, where
groups are forming chapters. At the
board meeting we had on May 30, we
made a decision to try to form chapters,
hoping that it will enable us to
strengthen our "Right to Dry" and fundraising efforts.
Our organization's blend of advo-

Alexander Lee speaks at StepItUp 2007 in
Concord, New Hampshire.

cacy, education, and art is paying off.
We are at a tipping point, to borrow
Malcolm Gladwell's popularized term.
Project Laundry List is part maven, part
salesman, part connector as we, for instance, get the American Meteorological
Society to encourage weathermen to talk
about a drying index and clotheslines in
their daily reports, or as we get utility
corporations to consider a $1 rebate for
consumers purchasing cold-water wash
detergent.
At our September board meeting,
which will be held near the Common
Ground Fairgrounds in Unity, ME, we
will wrestle with whether we wish to
form a trade association for green laundry and clothesline vendors. Meanwhile,
our great new display, which will also
be used at a Going Green New England
Energy & Living Expo in Manchester
this October, will be unveiled as volunteers staff a table at the Common
Ground Fair.
Catholic Worker co-founder Peter
Maurin wrote about how he and Dorothy Day were seeking "to create a new
society within the shell of the old with
the philosophy of the new which is not a
new philosophy but a very old philosophy, a philosophy so old that it looks
like new." I hope that our work helps
bring the world a step closer to that worthy objective.
Walk in balance,

Alexander P. Lee
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By Susannah B. Smith
What a busy few weeks these last have
been! Like Alex, our Director, I have been
almost overwhelmed by the amount of
attention our cause has garnered not only in
the news, but on the home front —and in
my email Inbox!
I, too, have heard from friends and
new acquaintances far and wide. So many
have written to tell us of their support and
advocacy of our simple solutions to some
of the causes of global warming and high
energy consumption. It is gratifying in the
extreme to be able to continue that conversation in the public realm, providing information and hopefully a mouthpiece for so
many like-minded individuals and organizations.
Some changes this month that you will
notice:
1) We have begun to offer advertisements
from sponsors who make or offer products in line with our mission. This activity was approved at the meeting of our
Board in May. These advertisements
support our continued efforts to bring
important issues and information to the
public by underwriting expenses related
to our mission. Please support our sponsors through your patronage, as helping
them helps us!
2) We continue to refine and clarify the
appearance and usability of the newsletter, using color to enhance the visual
appeal, and placing features and articles
in areas that you will find consistent and
intuitive.
3) Each month we will cover articles on
energy issues as well as regulation, and
topics of interest and nostalgia related to
clotheslines and hanging laundry. We
get feedback and input from all over the

Announcements
ERRATA: In the Spring Issue, the poem
“A Reminder: Great Cranberry Island”
was mis-titled, and the last line omitted,
which reads:
“by a good strong cord.”
The Editor apologizes for this oversight
and thanks the poet, Carl Little, for bringing this to our attention.♦
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world, so we look forward to illustrating the international nature of these
issues.
This past month I had the extreme
pleasure of interviewing Mr. James Howard Kunstler, an author and artist noted
for his realistic and often hard-edged look
at modern life, and who has offered outspoken advocacy for downsizing energy
consumption on both a personal and national level. You will find a portion of
this interview starting on page 1 of this
issue, and the complete interview online
through a link at our website. His lively,
intelligent discourse will both amuse and
inform you, and hopefully inspire us to
further our own education and desire to
contribute to the numerous efforts now
being made toward a sustainable, healthier planet.
Peace and blessings,

Susannah
OUR MISSION
Project Laundry List
uses words, images
and advocacy to educate
people about how simple
lifestyle modifications,
including air-drying one’s
clothes, reduce our
dependence on
environmentally and
culturally costly
energy sources.

J. Bryan Wentzell
Boston, MA

James and Melissa Thaxton
South Royalton, VT

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Alexander Lee
Concord, NH

EDITOR
Susannah B. Smith
Sumter, SC

GRAPHIC DESIGN/TYPESETTER
Stephanie Bridges-Bledsoe
Jamestown, NC

Volume 7, Issue 2. Hanging Out, the
newsletter of Project Laundry List, is
published quarterly. It is available for
d o w n l o a d f r o m o u r w e b si t e ,
www.laundrylist.org, and distributed to
friends of Project Laundry List. In order
to continue receiving the newsletter by
mail, please send $20 and address
changes to 27 Holly Street, Suite A, Concord, NH, 03301.
The observations and opinions expressed in Hanging Out are those of their
respective authors and should not be
interpreted as representing the official
views of Project Laundry List.
Copyright 2007 by Project Laundry List.
All rights reserved.
Unless otherwise stated, all submitted
artwork and photographs are copyrighted
by the artist.

Project Laundry List is a
501 (c) (3) organization.
Tax-deductible contributions can be
made to “Project Laundry List.”
Send your contribution to 27 Holly
Street, Suite A, Concord, NH
03301.

Page 3

Full Circle
by Bill Huggins, AICP
Until I was introduced to the Laundry List recently by a friend, I had not
thought about clotheslines and my own
history with them for many years. Nor
had I ever considered that America’s
rejection of air drying carried a deep lesson for western civilization. For thirtyfive years I had used my washer and
dryer without analytical incident, forgetting that Maytag had not always adorned
the family utility room…. almost forgetting that my childhood home never had a
utility room. Our one-bath, asbestos
shingled house occupied a corner lot in
my home town of 6,000 people. Dad
built the place with one of those low interest VA loans that helped fuel the nation’s housing boom after World War II.
In other words, it was very typical of
many small towns and suburban
neighborhoods, and considered quite
comfortable and respectable in its day.
Our laundry drying system consisted
of three sets of light gauge wire strung in
parallel between creosote soaked posts
set about ten feet apart in our back yard.
The posts reminded me of miniature telephone poles. Come to think of it, this
was pretty high tech compared to some
methodologies of the time. The posts had
been sunk deep to form enduring foundations. I have no idea who actually installed the system, but its utilitarian value
was unquestioned. It comes back to me
now: the wind, my playmates and me
playing hide and seek behind hanging bed
sheets…never mind that any fool could
see your feet under there. I remember the
spring breeze rustling the garments as
they hung in the morning sun. I remember the smell of cotton and the stiff texture of towels fully dried. And yes, I
remember the bird droppings… although
it was not an everyday occurrence. Per-
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haps the vertical laundry didn’t provide
enough target area. I remember exchanging thoughts with our neighbors across
clothes lines. What I can not recall is
how we managed in the winter, although
I’m sure we did.
I acknowledge all these memories
because it’s what Proust would have
done, only much better, with much more
grace and fluidity. Actually, it’s because
at the essence of all that we are is something elemental, something that we have
misplaced in the modern rush for more of
everything except respect for the earth;
and since we are most assuredly of this
earth, then using deductive logic, one
must conclude that we have lost respect
for ourselves as natural creatures.
Even if attempts by affluent property
owners and developers to cleanse modern
subdivisions of all nonconformities doesn’t qualify as a form of elitism, something is clearly going on here. I understand from my reading that clothes lines
are among those banned elements in
many restrictive covenant documents
around the country produced by homeowners associations. They are in the
ascendancy in plastic America. Reminds
me of the nice, perfectly manicured landscapes of Disneyworld and the faux versions of famous European street scenes,
complete with building façade replicas.
Too bad they require so much in the way
of fuel and conspicuous consumption to
maintain these ersatz lifestyles. But in a
world increasingly defined by ecological
forces, will these cocoons of habitation
even survive?
At least clotheslines are authentic
elements of our culture and history, and
there’s much to be said for encouraging
the practice on that basis alone. But let’s
address this for a moment from my perspective as a City
Planner. We, as a
breed, are wont to
rail against those who
dwell in planned and
gated communities,
because we see them
as living in their own
kind of Disneyworld,
a place bereft of any
sense of community
or diversity. They
are not “real” places
by those standards.

Yet, upon reflection, one has to acknowledge that Planners helped inaugurate the
age of counterfeit culture. They developed and supported the ill-fated urban
renewal programs of the 60s. They positively drooled at the prospect of orderly,
insulated communities governed by
Euclidian zoning. No one at the time
thought through the psychological consequences, because they were too busy
focused on protecting perceived property
values and building interstates at the expense of psychic well-being.
My long-winded explanation finally
brings us back around to the simple task
of air drying laundry, which does have
great spiritual benefit for a people who
are often walled off from their neighbors
and from the world of air and light.
That’s in addition to the acknowledged
energy-saving benefits. The South was
saved and damned by the development of
air conditioning. We seem to thrive on
ironies, and we are still paying the price.
We don’t sweat any more, but neither do
we take in the wafting odors produced by
baked goods cooling on the sill of an
open window next door. We have jettisoned our true animal nature for a few
pieces of silver along with climatecontrolled and diversity-poor neighborhoods. Heaven forbid we should have to
live next door to people who are different
from us, people who would dare to hang
out their wash for God and all creation to
see, and who therefore would bring
shame, embarrassment and lower property values to an entire community.
Yet the real irony in all this seems to
be that even though it’s primarily the
affluent and the well-educated who have
begun to embrace the current trend toward eco-living, property restrictions
within planned developments still persist.
Thankfully, that is being openly questioned in the public realm. I may be
showing my age, but to me this talk of
eco-living is a mere revisiting of the
1960s and 70s back-to-nature philosophy
of life. But then if the growing popularity of laundry lines is any gauge of the
future, I think perhaps we career professionals –architects, planners, engineers,
contractors, and land developers whose
jobs are to design, protect, build, and
improve the overall quality of life in our
communities –have quite a bit to learn
(Continued on page 5, column 3)
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The Clothesline
By Karen Banfield
Most people don’t care much for a
clothesline. They are too busy running,
scheduling and arriving, but something in
me loves a clothesline. I love it the way I
love my mother. I love it the way I love the
first sunny day after a dark winter and I
love it the way I love the feel of rich garden
soil falling between my fingers.
A clothesline brings me home to myself more fully than my birth certificate, the
key to my front door or the address printed
on my letters.
What is it about a clothesline that
opens this felt place?
Is it the knowing that women have
stood before this same simple line doing the
same task for as long as there have been
clothes to wash? Is it the timeless connection with generations of women who have
stood in the open air with the scent of hard
work on their hands?
I don’t know what it is. I only know
that it feels real to me, the same way that
floating down a river feels real. The majesty
of the trees, the massive power of rocks and
the steady flow of water endure, while civilizations rise and fall, crumbling beneath
their own ambitions.
It is so important to have things that
are real to hang on to in one’s life. That
stability allows us to remember the essence
of our soul, and the fabric from which
we’ve come.

“La Lenzuola,” Photo by Cinzia Clark

I’ve been told there is an African tribe
that gives each child a song to sing. A song
that is only theirs, so when they find themselves dissipating in the larger world they
can retreat, sing their song and come home
to the truth of who they are. It is the medicine that returns them to the spirit within
that remains constant.
I guess the clothesline is part of my
soul song - and how lovely that a man with
kind eyes and gentle hands helps me sing it
into place. Because of him the clothesline is
stronger than it has ever been, and farther

away from the sloping ground that spills into
the dense woods below.
The rope is strung between two cedar
trees which are middle aged, but by no means
old. They are strong, proud and happy to be
of service. Before they stood idle, having
nothing better to do than shelter a discarded
hose and watch over a pile of rotting
branches.
The wind spirits are dancing with the
fabric of my rayon dresses as I write. They
are doing a little two step with my lace edged
slips. It makes me smile to watch them. It
makes my heart sing. The sun is there too,
witnessing and adding its warmth to this sensual outdoor dance. What a lovely thing to
watch!
How amazing and magical it is that some
part of my essence is involved in this alchemy, while another part, the physical part,
is too worn out from the demands of a full
life, to venture far from my pillow. ♦

Full Circle (Continued from page 4)
about the subject from the simple, traditional, perhaps less affluent corners of our
cities and their neighborhoods, those corners that in more ways than not resemble
the very places with which many of us
identify in our deepest selves –that is, with
the homes and backyards of long-ago
childhood.♦

Hanging Out with...
Graphics Designer Stephanie Bridges-Bledsoe
Stephanie Bridges-Bledsoe works out of her home studio in Jamestown, North Carolina. She
has been drawing since childhood and was taught calligraphy by her father. She has studied calligraphy with Don King of D. King Studios and Bob Furlani of Artisan Signs. She is currently enrolled at
the University of North Carolina in Greensboro, NC, working on a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in
Painting. She and her husband are the former owners of a graphic design and publishing company,
where she gained extensive experience in page layout, graphic design, image editing, and knowledge
of commercial printing.
Stephanie’s favorite art genre is Northern Italian Renaissance painting and Celtic figures. She
loves to depict birds and butterflies —the bigger the better! “Butterflies are my central life theme,”
she says. “Recently I was asked to illustrate a children’s story about a butterfly. It was one of the
nicest things anyone could have asked.”

Photo courtesy Stephanie BridgesBledsoe

Pursuing the fine art degree happened out of “sanity necessity. Although I had one of life’s most perfect bosses, I got so bored
doing data entry that I thought if I didn’t figure out a way to go back to school, I’d just jump out of my skin.” To visit Stephanie and
view examples of her work, go to her website: http://www.inkandquill.com. ♦
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Laundry Lines
...in the Media

Update: Energy Issues
… with Rachael Stern

Virtuous Cycles
by Emily Main
Green Guide, May/June 2007

Rumours of Laundry-line
Snobbery are Greatly Exaggerated
Victoria Times Colonist. Victoria, BC,
Canada, 5/21/07

How white is your washing?
by Hannah Jones, Western Mail
www.icwales.icnetwork.co.uk, National
Website of Wales, 6/14/07

What’s my line?
Daily Telegraph, United Kingdom,
6/14/07

Our parents have always
been green
by Alice Thompson
Daily Telegraph, United Kingdom,
6/21/07

Grandma, what’s a clothes
pole?
by Carl Welser
The Daily Press & Argus, Livingston,
MI, 6/26/07

Cinzia Clark

Sources for Update: Energy Issues
Government of Navarre, Press Release:
Progress on Energy Projects, 2006.
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Rachael Stern is a senior at the University of South Florida majoring in History, minoring in Classics. She
is involved in educating her peers on energy issues, the importance of investing in your local economy and
participating in your community. She enjoys research and has compiled reams of information over the past
few years. She looks forward to assisting us in bringing pertinent, timely information to our readers. This
month she enlightens us on worldwide efforts toward sustainable energy sources.

It might not seem like it in the good ole US of A, but there are parts of the world that
are making switching the grid to running on renewable energy sources a priority,
which is both environmentally responsible and economically profitable.
Since 1994, the Commonwealth of Navarre in northern
Spain has been working on ways to produce renewable
energy that does not depend on fossil fuels or nuclear
plants. By 2010, Navarre hopes to have 100% of its energy
needs met by renewable sources. Wind farms, solar panels
and water turbines currently provide approximately 70%
of Navarre’s energy with biomass plants also in the works.
The drive for renewable energy has created new companies and provided more than 4,000 new jobs in the region,
where more than 6% of nearly 600,000 inhabitants are
without a job. The Industry Minister of Navarre said, “I
think the model we have here in Navarre – a decisive bet on renewable energy – is
perfectly transferable to the level of a country.”
Elsewhere in Spain, the region of Catalonia has been increasingly dependant
on wind farms to provide energy for its 7 million residents since 1990. Most of the
wind farms in the region are run by small, local companies, although in recent years
larger companies have been seeking a way to participate in the growing industry.
Catalonia has also expanded its renewable energy projects into solar, hydroelectric and
biomass energy plants. Also, Catalonia’s capital city, Barcelona, implemented regulations in 2000 that all new construction must be equipped with solar thermal systems.
This trend has spread to at least 35 other cities and towns in Spain, which have enacted similar ordinances. Unfortunately, most of Catalonia’s electricity is still produced by nuclear power plants, many of which are situated on the Mediterranean
coast.
Another topic I’ve heard much about in recent months is the subject of
“carbon credits.” You may have heard that the Academy Awards were “carbon neutral” this year, and they were only able to make this claim by buying carbon credits to
offset the amount of carbon the production emitted. But what are carbon credits and
how do they offset anything? Essentially, carbon credits are purchasable stocks, which
are bought and sold on an exchange, just like traditional stocks and bonds, that allows
the purchaser to emit one tonne of carbon per credit. The money from such a purchase
is supposed to go toward greener energy alternatives, green technological innovations
and toward planting trees. This might sound like an okay idea, but if you think about
it, this system puts a monetary value on the cost of pollution, making pollution a cost
of business. This idea was first implemented as a way for companies that exceed their
Kyoto Protocol quotas to buy their way out of officially exceeding them. You can easily see how such a thing can be exploited by allowing companies and countries to pay
less money for carbon credits rather than truly cleaning up and reducing the amount of
carbon produced in the first place. While I won’t say that it isn’t good to offset carbon
emissions in such a way, it would be much better to truly reduce the amount of carbon
one is emitting as much as possible and offsetting the regrettable remainder. ♦

HANGING OUT

Letters to the Editor

Waking up to see the Laundry
Dear Laundress,
Having just
visited cousins in the
USA and
heard their
stories about
not being able
to hang washing outside, I
thought that I
had entered a
Photo by Jason L. Smith
truly bizarre country.
Thank goodness for your organisation - I
will email them your details.
I am lucky enough to live in one of the most
affluent areas of Britain and having told
friends about these bans have been met with
bewildered disbelief.
No one in our leafy, affluent community
would bat an eyelid on seeing smalls blowing in the breeze - on a washing line! In fact

Kunstler Interview (cont’d from page 1)

or easier. Many of the labor-saving devices we’ve created have not necessarily
saved labor, they’ve just changed it.
People still have to clean their houses
even though they have vacuum cleaners.
It’s still rather a toilsome business.
What it’s allowed us to do is have wallto-wall carpeting instead of rugs that we
take up and hang outside to air and beat
until they’re clean.
SS: I understand it’s also allowed many
of us to gain weight, don’t you think?
JK: Oh my gosh, that’s one of the huge
diminishing returns of technology. Our
daily life is just riddled with them. You
know we enjoy the comfort and convenience of incessant motoring, and yet it’s
the incessant motoring that’s created the
situation where we never talk to or see
our neighbors, because we’re not walking around outside in our neighborhoods.
We’re continually in isolation in our cars
and homes. Television is a great invention with so much potential to educate
Page 7

a person using a tumble dryer on a good drying day would be considered a lazy **** and
a bit of a "chav" - our word for rather common - although we would be too polite to say
this to their face!!
Come on USA - you are tough cookies you do not live in a police state, you kicked
out us Brits over a cup of tea - get to grips
with these retentive washing line banning
weirdoes and help make our world a bit
greener.
Good luck,
Sylvia Solarski
Hello,
I read your article about hanging out the
laundry. I have to tell you that I grew up
hanging out the laundry because I had a
wringer washer. My clothes lines were always full. There is nothing like the smell of
clothes hanging outside. The sun bleaches
those whites. I love the old fashioned way of
doing the laundry. I hate it when I have

and entertain, but through overuse it’s
threatening to destroy the minds of
much of our population. Because most
of us don’t use it wisely –we rely on it
and we’ve forgotten how to entertain
ourselves.
SS: Or read books and newspapers.
You know, around our house we call it
the “televacuum.”
JK: Oh, yes. That’s a good term for it.
Well, the diminishing returns of technology is a fascinating subject. One of
the outstanding examples is the telephone –a marvelous object. We’ve
spent the last 30 years computerizing
the system and now the net result of all
this is that it’s impossible to call anyone in the United States and get a human being on the other end. We’ve
gone from joyfully answering the party
line when Aunt Martha calls to letting
the answering machine or voice mail
get the call, and it’s all through overuse. Everybody in America spends two
or three instances every week where
they are stuck listening to Muzak in

to depend on the clothes dryer.
Jeanne V. Johnson
Mr. Lee,
Thank you for your interest in energy
efficiency the Office of Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy (EERE) Web site.
Thank you for your suggestion to
mention clotheslines on our solar energy
page. We have added a bullet about using
a clothesline to the page. It links back to
our page on estimating energy consumption of appliances, where people can see
how much energy would be saved by not
using a clothes dryer.
We appreciate you pointing out this
simple tie-in between solar energy and
saving energy in the home.
Thanks for your message.
Sincerely,
EERE Consumer Guide
Webmaster ♦

some phone queue, waiting for some
transaction to be completed, pressing
buttons and navigating phone menus,
just to talk to someone at the power
company, or even to call and speak to
someone from whom you’d like to buy
something –a service, a plane ticket, or
God forbid to get somebody from the
phone company to come out and repair
the thing!
SS: I think I’m hearing you say that
one of the biggest diminishing returns
of technology is the loss of community.
JK: Oh yes, and you can see that the
sheer privatization of what used to be
public community activities –you now
rent from Netflix with your credit card
through your computer and watch
movies. You’re insulated. You don’t
go to the movies.
SS: Or the theatre –
JK: Well, you don’t go out. Period.
And for most people who don’t live in
large cosmopolitan places, in most
(Continued on page 8)
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A conversation with James Howard Kunstler
(Continued from page 7)

small towns, nobody goes out anymore.
So the downtowns are dead, there’s
nothing to go out to. I don’t know if we
actually register these losses –I don’t
know if we know what is happening to
us. It’s like the oriental torture known as
“the death of 1,000 cuts.” That’s where
they put you in a room and every day
you get one cut. It’s incremental, but
one day, you’re dead.
SS: Well, that’s pretty frightening.
JK: Yes, but we need to think about it.
It’s happening to us.
SS: I’d like us to talk a little bit about
the different contributions you make –
you’re not just a non-fiction writer, you
talked earlier about the novel you’re
working on –you are also an artist, and
from some of the works on your website
(at www.kunstler.com), that not only can
your language be very poetic, you seem
touched by the art of words and also of
landscapes. That you’re trying to give
us some sort of message –I’d be interested in hearing more about exactly
what you are trying to convey through
those paintings. It’s so similar to the
way Project Laundry List carries out our
message –words and pictures.
JK: The whole medium of painting is
quite different from the writing I do –
I’ve been painting since I was a child. I
went to a special school that was regarded as a good training ground for
artistry, I took another path in college,
but painting is important to me. Once I
resumed painting as an adult I was faced
with the problem of what my subject
matter was going to be and what my
attitude about it was going to be, and
how would I technically achieve it.
Many years of failure and effort that
didn’t come to much –but to sum it up,
it’s the human imprint on the landscape.
Because to me that meant the landscape
of our time –as it exists, even the shopping malls and burger stands, highways,
and of course, cars. You know when
Vincent van Gogh was painting in 1890
the landscape was populated –there were
Page 8

people out there reaping the hay and back to climate change and simple
working, planting, carrying on the busi- choices –these days nearly everyone,
ness of agriculture and in the market even my mother, is aware of something
stands, in the villages you saw people called global warming, and that it is
everywhere you looked. That just isn’t primarily our energy consumption and
so anymore –our landscape is populated living habits, our choices, that have
mostly by automobiles
caused it. And that –
–not so much by peowell, indulge me for
ple. That’s why it was
just a moment –I said
important to me to get
to my mom, when she
“It isn’t particularly about
them into the painttold me she was a little
ings. Because in 30 running out of oil. It’s about concerned about it, I
years, maybe 60 years, living in an industrial society said, “Mom, you know
maybe someone will
I remember sitting on
be looking at one of that can no longer expect to a blanket on the grass
my paintings and realand playing while you
have more energy but only
ize they are looking at
and Grandma hung
a landscape that has
remorselessly less energy.” out laundry. And you
vanished. We are not
know, those trees are
James H. Kunstler
going to be living in a
still there in the backlandscape dominated
yard.” And she said,
by automobiles that far
“You know, I might
into the future. If you
just do that.” You can
go back and look at the paintings of Ed- see the wheels starting to turn. So I
ward Hopper, who painted a landscape can see how you may be right –some
that is barely recognizable from the people will wait until they have no
1920s & 30s, even though he has the choice but to change and use less encars, so much since then has changed. ergy. But hopefully we can convince
And I wanted to do that for my time, for others before then –and help people
understand how much it helps to learn
our time.
how to hang out laundry and walk inSS: So you are chronicling change,
stead of drive to the corner market,
then, are you not?
make those choices.
JK: Yes, but there is another aspect to
JK: Yes, indeed. I hope we can conthis that is important to me. The visual
vince them.
landscape of the highway is pretty incoherent. It’s highly illegible and it’s hard SS: In one interview just after your
to make sense out of on a flat surface, book The Long Emergency came out,
like in a photograph. Part of what I try you said, “A lot of people think it’s
about running out of oil. It isn’t parto do is make it coherent and legible.
ticularly about running out of oil. It’s
SS: I find your paintings very interesting
about living in an industrial society
as a planner –your portrayal of that cathat can no longer expect to have more
cophony of commercial development
energy but only remorselessly less enjuxtaposed against the background of the
ergy.” Interesting word, remorselessly.
natural environment.
Our organization, Project Laundry
JK: I believe it’s important to record List, was founded in part to counteract
and educate the public about the overthat.
dependence (primarily in the northeast)
SS: It’s interesting that you have man- on nuclear energy and the huge dams
aged to combine your talents to give us of Hydro-Quebec. Describe for us why
essentially two aspects of the same mes- you believe that energy overall (not just
sage –to prepare for change and to oil–but wind, solar, nuclear, hydroelecdocument it before it occurs. Getting
(Continued on page 9)
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Kunstler, (Continued from page 8)
tric, fuel cells, etc.) will not be available in enough quantities or in the right
places to enable us to continue forward
in the same manner as we have in the
past, and as an industrialized society,
the implication is, we are going to have
to adapt. Is this what you meant?
JK: The basic idea is, there are a lot of
alternative ways of producing electricity. But these things do not scale to the
level of the equivalent energy that we
got from this 150-year oil fiesta. Oil
was a very unique form of power. It
was versatile, easily transportable, you
can run it through pipelines, tanker
trucks, at room temperature. You didn’t have to compress it or do anything
special to it –it was a fantastic substance –but the replacements for it just
do not give you the bang for the buck.
You can produce power from wind, but
not at the scale people imagine we’re
going to do it. We’re believe we’re
going to put up these huge wind farms
with turbines the size of Godzilla out
there –but I maintain that this simply
“ain’t gonna happen.” We can do this
on a household basis or a neighborhood
basis –but I don’t believe we’re going
to be able to do it on the same scale as
we’re presently using oil and methane
gas. The same goes for solar, hydroelectric –most hydroelectric resources in
America have already been built, and
will be used up because of their intrinsically limited lifespan. The human
race doesn’t have a very long experience with this kind of thing –we’ve
only had it since the middle of the last
century, so we really don’t know what
the life span of these options will be. I
would simply offer my idea that we are
probably going to be disappointed with
the realities of these alternatives. We
certainly aren’t going to run the American truck fleet on French fry oil or alcohol made from grains. This is a very
dangerous fantasy for the American
public, and unfortunately it’s turning
into an agricultural subsidy racket right
now.
SS: I see. But there are some people
who would characterize you as someone who forecasts “gloom and doom.”
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JK: Oh yeah. I get that all the time.
SS: (laughs) Right. I guess I don’t
quite see the same thing that other people hear you say –I hear you say,
“Guys, we’re going to have to find alternatives and we have to wake up.”
JK: What I’m saying is, the alternatives we’re imagining are not gonna be
possible, they’re fantasies. The costs –
the science –doesn’t bear them up. All
I’m saying is, let’s get real. Let’s make
real changes and arrangements that can
really work for us.
SS: Thank you so much for your time
and energy in “Hanging Out” with us,
and devoting a few moments to share
your views with us on the Laundry List.
We wish you continued success and joy
in writing and in the expression of your
art.♦

Laundry Tips &
Tricks Submitted by our readers
I work part time in a hospital and people always
ask me "How do you get your lab coats so
white?" Simple, I tell them. I hang them on the
line and the sun does the bleaching for me. I
hang all my dark things inside out so they don't
fade. I always do the things my mother taught
me to minimize my ironing after they come off
the line.
Never hang a t-shirt or blouse or any kind of top
by the shoulders because you'll have pointed
wrinkles that won't come out until you wash
again. Hang socks by the toes so that the
clothespin mark won't show. Shake everything
out before you hang to minimize wrinkles. If
you don't want to turn jeans inside out, at least
pull the inside of the pocket to the outside out to
speed up drying time.
The smell of sheets that have been on the
line is wonderful and almost soothes you into
sleep. Keep up the fight!
—Lois Crowther

There are some simple techniques that make
for better drying, better shaped clothes, and
less fading. These are some of the things I've
learned:
1. Fold jeans and pants with the crease down
the front if you'd like a crease when dry.
2. Hang shirts by the hemline instead of the
shoulders -- you won't have bunched-up shoulders when the shirt is dry.

PLL
ANNOUNCES
T-SHIRT
CONTEST
Submit your design ideas by August 1st for
entry into the first annual Project Laundry List
T-Shirt Contest! We will announce the Winners in the Winter issue.
Help us out with sayings, slogans, and/or
artwork to promote our ideals regarding saving
energy and to help spread the word about
Project Laundry List. We will then sell the
winning t-shirt designs thru Cafépress to help
raise money for our work.

For more information,
see the website!
http://www.laundrylist.org

3. Be careful about drying black and navy clothing -- or anything else that tends to fade -- in
the sun. They may fade, but not evenly -- just
where the sun hits them. Dry these items on a
line or rack in the house if needed.
4. Be sure not to set up a clothesline under
trees (birds have the potential to make your
clean clothes not clean anymore).
5. During cold or inclement weather, hang a
clothesline in a basement, garage or other large
enough place that is heated and has fairly good
air circulation. The clothes may not dry all the
way as they do outside, but you can cut the
dryer time by at least 2/3.
6. Clotheslines can work -- even for busy people. It just takes a little more attention and effort. I hung clothes for a family of five the whole
time I was working full-time and taking college
classes. It can be done, and it goes a long way
toward reducing the use of electricity, natural
gas or propane, all of which have global warming and other negative environmental effects. It
also saves you money.
—Nancy Snow

Send your tips to editor@laundrylist.org
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Great problems call for many
small solutions.
Wendell Berry

Coming in
the next
issue,
Fall 2007…

We Want You….

Media
Reviews

questions, quotes, facts….

***
More laundry
artwork and
prose
***
Update on
Energy Issues

To Write for Us!
Send us your ideas,
Poems, pictures, essays,
prose… about energy-wise
living, simple solutions, and —of course —hanging out!
Writers’ Guidelines posted at
http://www.laundrylist.org/hangingout/guidelines.htm
For more information, please contact editor@laundrylist.org
***

***
More ways to save
energy and
smarten up your
eco- footprint

We’re on the Web!
www.laundrylist.org

10 Simple Tips,
by Rachael Stern

These are ten simple things that anyone
can do to help the environment, home and
community be healthier and happier today.
1. Plant a small vegetable garden, even if
it’s just a potted tomato on your window
sill.
2. Start a compost heap for your kitchen
and garden waste.

Cinzia Clark

Celebrations, by Sara Russell

3. Get the children involved and teach
them why it’s important.

We are in the process of putting up a clothesline. It brings back many pleasant memories
of my childhood and young adulthood.

4. Buy organic and local. Search the web
for sources.

My experience with hanging clothes ranges from walking around my mother's legs to
running through the clothes (that was so much fun) and then getting tall enough to hang them
myself. Finally, it evolved to enjoying a peaceful and satisfying chore. Hanging clothes is
almost like a commune with nature because it gets us outside to observe the trees and hear
the birds. It is such a peaceful experience. It allows us to use the sunlight instead of a manmade machine.

5. Plant a tree.
6. Watch that thermostat!
7. Use more recycled products instead of
those made out of virgin material.
8. Recycle, rather than throw away.
9. Bring your own bags when shopping.
10. Use biodegradable soaps and detergents in your kitchen, bath and laundry.♦

I think with pleasure of the many times that I helped my grandmother hang her clothes.
It was always a sunny day with the breeze blowing. The clothespin bag had stripes and was
filled with clean wooden pins. The basket was filled with freshly washed clothes just waiting
to go on the line. It was very satisfying to pick up the clothes, shake them out and pin them
on the line just so.
The ghosts of the past celebrate our experiences and are ready to carry on the new traditions.♦

