
ard Wilbur called “Love 
Calls Us to the Things of 
This World.” You can 
find lots of wonderful art 
and poetry and informa-
tion in the Art, Advocacy, 
and Education sections of 
our website.  

The resurgence of 
interest in our group 
stems from a growing 
awareness of the prob-
lems associated with cli-
mate change. Frightening 

(Continued on page 2) 

By Alexander P. Lee 
Executive Director 

Project Laundry List 
has experienced some-
thing of a resurgence in 
the last month. I am ex-
cited to introduce you to 
Susannah Smith, the new 
editor of our newsletter. 
We have not published a 
newsletter in several years 
and Susannah has stepped 
up to design and publish a 
new issue of our newslet-
ter. She will also help 
with soliciting and editing 
copy for Hanging Out. 
Susannah is excited about 
laundry, but her other 
“cause” is legalizing and 
educating people about 
the benefits of “urban 
chickens.” She believes 
that with a handful of 
chickens in every yard, 
much of the agricultural 

excesses associated with 
America’s love of poultry 
could be alleviated.  

Numerous new artists 
have also asked to display 
their work at our website 
(www.laundrylist.org) 
after reading about us in 
the New York Times and 
The Globe & Mail. We 
are excited to have re-
ceived such great national 
and international atten-
tion. In early March, I 
joined an old friend and 
budding photographer, 
Annalisa Parent, for an art 
show opening at a café in 
Montpelier. Also joining 
us at this event was the 
poet laureate of Ireland, a 
visiting scholar at St. Mi-
chael’s College in Col-
chester, VT, who read 
some of his own work, 
and a great poem by Rich-

The Washboard 

Editor’s Letter 

The View from the Basket                      
By Susannah B. Smith 

In a world typified 
by rapid change and 
technological advances, 
I’ve found that as I get 
older, I’ve started to 
rebel a bit.  Perhaps it’s 
also the result of being a 
government employee 
for many years –when 

you have to enforce the 
rules during the work-
day, in your off-time it’s 
nice to break a few, even 
if they’re only minor 
societal expectations.  In 
the past couple of weeks, 
I asked some colleagues 
to send me their 
thoughts on drying laun-

dry outdoors, and was 
pleasantly surprised to 
find that many of them 
actually knew something 
about it.  You’ll find 
their responses in this 
issue’s Letters section. 

When you feel as if 
you’re being moved 

(Continued on page 2) 
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weather patterns and climactic climatic 
events, like Hurricane Katrina, have 
awakened a complacent American 
population to the need for 
action. We are proud of our 
involvement with the StepI-
tUp 2007 efforts across the 
nation, which brought people at 
over 1,200 locations out into the 
streets to call upon Congress for 
reductions in carbon. Project 
Laundry List hopes to encourage 
thousands of people to change their 
laundry practices through washing 
with cold water and using a drying rack 
or clothesline. Help us spread the word. 

We now have social networking 
sites at MySpace and Facebook, as well 

as a burgeoning Yahoo! Group for 
discussion of all things laundry-
related. We are connecting to or-
ganizations like StepItUp07 and 
we have an idea posted at SinceS-
licedBread.com. As a nonprofit, 
we do not seek to profit from 
the sale of laundry goods, but 
every year people with cool 
new gadgets to make hanging 

your clothes even easier solicit a 
spot in our products information sec-
tion. Check them out and let us know 
what is missing. We want to be a great 

backyard.  Nothing.   
My friends and family, however, 

have come to expect this sort of be-
havior from me.  They know that I 
can always be trusted to come up 
with a slower, harder, less techno-
logically-advanced way to do just 
about anything.  I make preserves by 
boiling the fruit for over an hour, 
instead of adding packaged pectin.  It 
takes me a day and a half to bake a 
few loaves of bread.  I crochet socks.  
I sew skirts and hem pillowcases by 
hand.  The tactile sensation of active 
creation is as fulfilling as a savory 
pot of chicken & dumplings…. free-
range, of course. 

What a lot of people don’t realize 
is just this:  it is this feeling of being 
productive that I’ve come to crave.  
When our parents were small it was a 
popular goal to streamline everyday 
life, to look for “labor-saving” devices, 
to buy the least-expensive item on the 
shelf, to move to town, to sell the farm.  
It was progress –to go against that was 
plainly un-American and downright 
stupid.  Now what do we have to show 
for it?  We are many of us overweight, 
depressed, and bored.  We are tired of 
life while yet insulated from living 

things all around us.  What kind of pro-
gress is that? 

I’ve taken back what I can in my 
own two hands.  I do not encourage 
my children to do as my parents did –
I do the complete opposite.  Go out-
doors.  Run.  Jump.  Fish.  String 
beans.  Hand me the clothes pins.  
And be grateful for a world with 
choices that allow us to learn from 
our mistakes, to go forward, perhaps 
even by going backward just a bit. 

 
Peace and blessings, 
Susannah 

 

 

Susannah B. Smith, aka Susannah Eanes, 
works as a land use planning consultant 
part-time and volunteers as a living his-
tory interpreter at historic sites through-
out the Carolinas and Virginia. She 
writes short stories and poems as well as 
non-fiction articles, and recently com-
pleted Lucky Southern Women, her first 
novel. She serves as editor of Hanging 
Out!, the newsletter for Project Laundry 
List, and is actively involved in cultural, 
environmental, and historic preservation 
in both her personal and professional life. 

♦ 

along by forces not of your own mak-
ing, I think it’s human nature to even-
tually question, plant your feet in the 
muck and think, “stop.”  When every 
act seems to depend on inanimate 
functionality, from making the morn-
ing coffee to driving to work along a 
crowded thoroughfare, sitting en-
sconced behind a desk enclosed in an 
environment totally stripped of all 
natural objects,  one’s thoughts may 
begin to turn inward in almost protec-
tionist argument against what seems 
to be the normal progression of daily 
life.  I certainly wasn’t born a rebel.  
And yet, as an adult, I’ve found my-
self embracing such anachronistic 
ideals as backyard chickens, hand-
penned notecards, reading books in-
stead of taking in electronic evening 
entertainment.  And yes, I hang out 
my laundry to dry, although I do own 
a dryer.  Sometimes I even use it to 
dry clothes during extended periods 
of wet or very cold weather.  But 
nothing compares to the therapeutic 
self-sufficiency I feel when I carry 
out a basket of wet clothes and me-
thodically hang them one-by-one 
across the line stretched between a 
poplar and a tall sweetgum in the 

resource for people trying to make the 
switch from machine to line drying.  

Ann Johnston Miller has made a 
lovely short film, “Laundry Lines and 
Racks.” It features people, mostly in 
the New York City area, who wash 
their laundry in the tub, hang it in their 
apartment or on clotheslines strung 
between building and pole. Let us 
know if you want to arrange a showing 
or find some other creative way to 
reach out to your community with our 
message.  

I look forward to hanging out with 
you again soon. 

 Walk in balance, 
 Alexander P. Lee 
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QUESTION:   How can I hang out clothes 
when the weather isn’t warm or sunny, or if my 
homeowners association doesn’t allow outdoor 
laundry lines? –Karen Thompson, NJ 

Wooden clothes racks are perfect for this.  
Watch for wooden clothes dryers sold in sec-
ond-hand and antique stores.  They can be 
purchased new by phone or on-line at Leh-
man’s from Kidron, Ohio (888-438-5346, 
www.lehmans.com).  Melayne Stevens, of 
Bonner’s Ferry, Idaho, makes her own wooden 
drying racks and is willing to ship them direct 
to customers.  She customizes orders with both 
floor racks and stylish wall-mounted  racks, 
building any size you need.  You can reach 
Melayne by phone at 208-267-2322, or by 
email:  holeinwoods@imbris.com. 

I have never owned an electric or gas 
clothes dryer. It is still winter here as I write 
this, but the song birds are beginning to sing 
again. I have a cozy fire at my back and at my 
right are two wooden clothes racks. One is 
drying my lights and the other is drying my 
dark long underwear and woolen socks. My 
wet laundry is putting moisture into the air, 
but more importantly, it is pleasing to my eye. 
It looks pretty. It decorates my home. Here, 
then is your goal. Whenever you hang your 
laundry, think of it as decorating. You’ll catch 
yourself looking back at it as you walk away. 
It’s that feeling you get when you place a 
pretty basket or a fresh bouquet of flowers and 
you step back to admire it. It’s a complete, 
accomplished feeling, and like Adair Lara 
says “it’s powerful religion.”  

You will need to find a good place for 
your clothes to dry as they hang on your 
wooden clothes rack. If you keep your house 
cool and are without a source of heat that 
burns wood, look for a warm, sunny window 
or a heat vent in a floor or wall.  Many people 
who otherwise would not hang clothing out-
doors to dry might take advantage of a hidden 
area in their yard below a slope or behind 
hedges, and take pains to keep the area neat 
and orderly.  My outdoor clothes lines are set 
up in a pattern similar to one I found in a 
Spring 2000 Martha Stewart Living Maga-
zine.  If you haven’t room in your yard for a 
permanent parallel set of clotheslines, you can 
purchase an umbrella type of clotheslines 
from Lehman’s. They take up less space. If 
you’re really short on space, you can buy a 
retractable clothesline from Lehman’s. Once 
you have an indoor wooden clothes rack and 
an outdoor clothes line and a good setup for 
ironing, you’re ready to laundry in love..  ♦ 

by MaryJane Butters 

QUESTION: My teenagers insist that I 
bleach their white t-shirts with chlorine 
bleach. Is there something else I can use 
that will whiten them?  Perfectly white t-
shirts seem to be a status symbol. –
Angela Haines via e-mail 

You can brighten whites with either 
sodium perborate or hydrogen peroxide 
found in non-chlorine bleaches. 

Found in most grocery stores that carry 
natural products, non-chlorine bleaches are all-
fabric, meaning you can use them on colors as 
well as whites.  Test first, especially on natu-
rally dyed fabrics.  Non-chlorine bleaches don’t 
create toxic fumes or leave residues that can 
irritate your children’s skin — a plus with teen-
agers who are prone to blemishes.  Hydrogen 
peroxide products degrade naturally into oxy-
gen and water.  They are also gentler on fabrics.  
Point out to your children that their favorite t-
shirts will last longer and look brighter.  

Common brands include Country Save 
produced in Arlington, WA (360-435-9868, 
www.countrysave.com) and Seventh Genera-
tion from Burlington, VT (800-456-1191, 
www.seventhgeneration.com). Country Save 
and Seventh Generation sell non-toxic biode-
gradable laundry soaps and detergents.  Try 
also Planet Inc. from Victoria, British Colum-
bia (1-800-858-8449, (www.planetinc.com ). 
Check websites to find retail sources near you. 

Follow the directions on the package for 
the amount to use and pre-soak their t-shirts for 
an hour in your washing machine along with 
your soap or detergent.  Teenagers usually end 
up with beverage and food stains.  Use cold 
water for most stains.  Use warm water for 
grease or oil stains.  After soaking, run your 
machine through the rest of its cycle.   

The best way to prevent dinginess and 
discoloration is a dose of good old-fashioned 
sunshine and fresh air.  Available year-round, 
sunshine is a disinfectant, and fresh air is a 
natural ozone cleanser.  Line dried clothes 
have the smell of ozone, that familiar intoxi-
cating smell you remember from rain and 
lightening storms. T-shirts, towels and sheets 
can go outside year-round.  Even if it’s too 
cold for them to dry thoroughly, you can 
bring them in after nature has cleansed and 
scented them.  Though many detergent 
manufacturers have tried, nature still pro-
vides the ultimate laundry perfume, your 
reward as you gather them in your arms for 
your next laundry chore. 
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couldn’t even be bothered to take in my 
laundry, and that she would make sure 
I was never part of the Tour again. 

Such is life.  Even now, 10 years 
on, I meet people who say they toured 
my garden and remember the laundry 
line fondly.  

The woman who made the snooty 
remark may have made good on her 
promise, but that’s okay. Even she cannot 
detract from the pleasure I get from hang-
ing my laundry out... and as they say, 
living well is the best revenge. ♦ 

Photo by Susannah B. Smith 

Photo by Amy Fabbri 

By Polly M. Law 
When I bought my house in up-

state New York and began gardening 
there, I found that the only spots for my 
laundry line would be the front yard 
(too exposed to comment) or an awk-
ward space in the back. 

The space was awkward because I 
had not taken a drying space into con-
sideration during the design process.  
However, that awkwardness proved to 
be a boon in the end.  The only way I 
could fit a decent laundry line into the 
design was to wrap the line around part 
of the herb garden, which is what I did.   

I designed and built a three-line 
setup that follows two sides of a 
square, fenced, herb garden.  The line 
turns 90 degrees.  It is an integral part 
of the design now, as if its placement 
was well considered instead of an after-
thought.  I derive immense pleasure 
every time I hang the laundry out and 
watch it flap in the breeze.   

One year, my garden was part of 
the Woodstock (NY) Garden Tour, and 
I had worked hard and long to whip the 
garden into shape for the event.  The 
morning of the Tour came and the day 
promised to be glorious, sunny, not too 
warm, and breezy.  I was standing on 

the back steps a few hours 
before the Tour was 
scheduled to begin and 
looking out at the results 
of all my hard work.  I felt 
something was missing... 
and suddenly it hit me:  
the laundry dancing on the 
line!  Of course!  I ran into 
the house and rounded up 
some colorful shirts and 
pillow cases (nothing inti-
mate or too personal) and 
hung them out.  They flut-
tered in the breeze like 
bright banners. 

Perfect.  
Over the course of the day many 

people came and went through my gar-
den. I was busy answering many ques-
tions about my native plants, but I did 
hear some interesting comments about 
the laundry line.  Most were sublime, 
along the lines of how homey and cozy 
my garden was, this is how a garden is 
supposed to look, noticing how the 
colors of the shirts echoed the colors of 
the flowers nearby. 

Some, however, were ridiculous.  
One woman was overheard saying that 
I was so disrespectful of the Tour, I 

By Virginia Westbrook 
Hanging laundry is my favorite 

household chore. I have promised my-
self NEVER to hurry the job. Always, I 
appreciate the sky, the breeze, the 
sounds of my neighborhood. I hang 
wash even in winter, following the old 
addage that when the sheets are no 
longer stiff, they must be dry. This last 
week, I gathered up 16 clothes pins that 
had just emerged from the winter snow 
cover. 

Years ago, when I first moved into 
this house, the former owner’s son 
came to show me where the septic 

tanks were located. He said, “I’m glad 
to see you are a woman who washes.” I 
laughed at that — what woman can get 
away with NOT washing? What he 
meant was that I hung the laundry out-
side. 

Quite clearly, his mother was also 
such a woman. In addition to the mag-
nificent line strung from a “perch” on 
the side of the back shed to a mature 
larch tree across the year, Mrs. Pereau 
had a pulley-line inside the shed and a 
four-stranded line in the attic. 

I am delighted (several times a 
week) to carry on her legacy. ♦ 
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she began collecting pictures of the 
offending image.  It started with a 

VOLUME 7,  ISSUE 1  

little painting by Bread and Puppet 
Theater’s director Peter Schumann, 
and now includes nearly 100 pho-
tos, paintings and drawings which 
people send to her from all over 
the world. 

At age 92, Milly continues to dry 
clothes on wooden racks indoors, and her 
collection grows. ♦ 

By Trudi Cohen 
When my mother moved to a 

senior condo complex in Stratford, 
CT, fifteen years ago, she was dis-
mayed to learn that she would not 
be allowed to hang laundry out-
doors. Never convinced by the 
popular perception that laundry 
lines are messy and unattractive, 

By Ashu Gandhi 
I stay in India where affluence is asso-

ciated with adopting western practices and 
using western gadgets without giving a 
thought to their suitability to our local en-
vironment. For example, frozen foods are 
getting more popular because people want 
a use for their microwaves, and not the 
other way round. Ditto for refrigerators 
with large freezer compartments.  This, 
despite the fact that fresh produce is avail-
able year-round all around the country, 
since all Indian cities are surrounded by 
villages with farms which produce almost 
everything consumed locally, and the pro-
duce is made available in less than 24 
hours from fields, fresh to the consumers.  
Not only is the practice short-sighted, but 

causes a lot of avoidable pollution, both in 
terms of the machines and the energy 
needed to run them.  India does not have a 
surplus of energy, indeed some might call 
it ‘energy-starved.’  

I give instructions to the housekeep-
ing in the hotel not to change the bed 
linen and towels till I have used them for 
a couple of days. It is important to me that 
I do not contribute to the problem. 

Coming back to the subject, I would 
like to share with you that, as a regular 
traveler (I am an airline crewmember with 
an international airline), I am provided 
with a laundry room free of charge in the 
hotels in which we stay.  Occasionally, if 
absolutely necessary, if I do use it,  I use 
just the washing machine and not the 
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In Praise of Laundry Lines  

Laundry Lines and Hotel Rooms 

Joanne Gervais is a professional artist based in Kingston, 
Ontario, Canada.  Every year she creates “a little painting of a 
clothesline,” she tells us, as a bit of a tribute to her mom and 
her love of hanging out her clothes.  According to Joanne, 
“None of us have ever quite ‘mastered’ the art of clothes hang-
ing.” 

This month we feature one of Joanne’s laundry-themed 
paintings with the title of Life on the Line. This painting was 
first exhibited at a farm fair in a small town.  Joanne explains, 
“There was a rather unusual amount of interest in this piece, in 
comparison to all my other pieces, which generally garner 
most of the attention.  Eventually, I was told that there was a 
huge debate going on, which was causing a political quagmire 
for the politicians.  Apparently, the current mayor wanted to 

(Continued on page 8) 
Artwork by Joanne Gervais 

Laundry Life on the Line 

dryer.  I bring the clothes in the laundry 
bag back to my room and hang them to 
dry on the hangers in the room, on the 
shower curtain rod, on the clothesline 
above the bathtub, and on the towel rail 
and rack in the bathroom.  By next morn-
ing , not only is my room lightly humidi-
fied (great when the heater is on) but also 
my clothes dry thoroughly.   

I would like to know if we really 
need to use detergents so often or if 
merely soaking the clothes in warm water 
and rinsing them thoroughly is equally 
effective?  That would not only save a lot 
of energy and water, but also pollute our 
environment much less, keeping the extra 
nutrients that remain in the wastewater 
out of our lakes and rivers. ♦ 

Hanging Out with... 
Artist Joanne Gervais 



Great 
Cranberry 
Island 
by Carl Little 
(for William 
Kienbusch) 
 
It is one sort of 
evidence of living: 
A wash hung in 
the yard 
between the house and a tree or some 
such 
arrangement for holding things 
off the ground. Sheets snap like sails, 
a bra trails a strap, its 
guard let down. An only shirt (tropical 
fish pattern) flutters about 
till its arms entangle or go limp for 
want of wind. What’s dry 

gets taken in before the dusk dampens it, 
the vacation over so to speak. 
Once more a faded yellow towel will fold 
neatly in three or someone’s 
favorite pants be remended. Crisp linen 
may twist beneath lovers 
excited to old desires by the freshness 
upon which they lie. 
And as one supposes every household has 
its weakness, so each home 

the length of this island has a wash. 
But of certain things 
one must be, from time to time, reminded: 
happiness, for instance, 
mortality, and even (and this is my 
argument) 
that wide assortment  
of odd clothing that droops in the dark, 
forgotten tonight, haunting 
the house to which we are all attached 

 
Hang Up a Clothes 
Line 
by Bryan Walsh 
Time Special Issue, 51 
Things We Can Do to Save 
the Environment 
 
Hanging Out 
by Cecily Ross 
The Globe and Mail 
(March 31, 2007) 

 
To Fight Global Warming, 
Some Hang a Clothesline 
by Kathleen A. Hughes 
The New York Times 
(April 12, 2007) 
 
Right-to-Dry Activists Want to 
Air their Laundry in Public, 
Portland Oregonian (April 21, 2007) 
 
Let It All Hang Out 
by Edward M. Eveld 
Kansas City Star (April 24, 2007) 
 
In den USA Wird Wieder Auf-
gehangt, in Weiner Zeitung (April 
25, 2007) 
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Photo by Peter Mildner 
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Dear 
Laundress, 
Fascinating. 
...Haven’t 
thought about 
this in some 
time.   
I do remember 
hearing com-
plaints from 
homeowners 
about 

“unsightly” laundry lines, but never actually took 
them seriously.   Should I?  

Cape Cod:  Falmouth, MA circa 1980’s:  
Some homes included a six foot privacy fence 
enclosing a 10' X 12' (or so) area with the laundry 
lines.  I do not believe that this was a code, just a 
courtesy to fellow neighbors.  Is there any way to 
rally support using this simple design from back 
when?  Secondly, I like to air dry sheets, towels, 
sweaters , etc. for that great fresh smell, but cur-
rently the pollen count in the Southeast prevents 
me from using my clothes lines until the late 
summer and prior to March of the following 
year.  Steve McKean, Planning Commissioner, 
Newberry, SC 

 
Dear Laundress,  

Personally, I will not live in a neighborhood 
that will not allow clothes to be hung outside.  
My current neighbors—I live in a rural county 
and hang clothes every day I can—complain all 
the time about their utility costs.  They can’t un-
derstand why mine is so low.  I tell them that it is 
the dryer.  I have also read somewhere that peo-
ple have more sickness because the germs don’t 
always get out of towels and sheets when using a 
dryer.  The article continued that people who 
hang dry clothes have fewer tendencies to illness 
because of the sun.  I really believe that is true.  
My family does not get sick as often as most 
families.  

Additionally, I despise these supposedly 
environmentally concise people who refuse to 
allow their neighbors to hang out their laundry. -
Mary Jo Gollnitz, CZO, Planning Director, 
Elizabethtown, NC 

 
Dear Laundress, 

I don’t hang all (or even most) of my 
clothes out to dry because I’m too lazy, but I 
don’t know what I’d do if faced with the house I 
want in a place that won’t let me have a clothes-

line.  Even though I don’t do it often, hanging 
clothes outside is wonderful and I wouldn’t want 
to give it up forever, even for the sake of never 
having to see my neighbor’s underwear on their 
line.   

I have a laundry tip for you:   If I hang 
clothes outside in a sunny spot, the sun can 
bleach them and I don’t need nasty chemicals to 
get bright white clothes.   That means I’m not 
murdering any good beasties in my septic tank 
with bleach – saving me money on two fronts. 
Barb Mee,  Transportation Planner , Asheville, 
NC 

 
Dear Laundress, 

Interesting subject!  I have an anecdote.  As 
a child, I spent a great deal of time learning the 
subtleties of hanging out laundry.  It was all about 
tastefulness in the absence of privacy.  I grew up 
in New York, in a rowhouse, where we could all 
see into one another’s’ backyards. Everyone 
hung laundry out to dry on a ‘washline’ (local 
parlance, I think). The houses in the neighbor-
hood had been built around 1900 and didn’t have 
the 220 electrical service needed for dryers.  The 
only dryers I knew about were at the Laundro-
mat.  We used those when a long rainy spell was 
predicted or when it was very cold and we didn’t 
want to defrost the laundry.  Sometimes when it 
was cold or wet, we hung the laundry to dry in 
the basement, but this took a long time and eve-
rything ended up smelling pretty funky. 

My mother was a stickler for the order in 
which the laundry was hung out.  First the sheets, 
towels and pillowcases went on the line, fol-
lowed by my father’s work clothes.  Then came 
my mother’s and my dresses, skirts and blouses 
(this was the fifties and early sixties — no pants 
for women and girls yet).  Last came the under-
garments, which had to be hidden from public 
view as much as possible.  My father’s tee shirts 
and boxers went on the line first, then my 
mother’s panties, then mine and finally my 
mother’s bras and girdles.  In this way, the least 
number of neighbors could see the ladies’ under-
garments.  I wasn’t a very observant child, so I 
never noticed if any of our neighbors were as 
careful as my mother was about how they hung 
out the laundry.   Or maybe I was just preoccu-
pied with trying to understand the subtle mystery 
of my mother’s system.  Afterwards, everything 
that came off the line (sheets, pillowcases, Pop’s 
undershorts) required ironing.  Or maybe that 
was just something we did back then (or some-

thing my attentive mother insisted upon).  Mar-
garet Schucker, AICP  

 
Dear Laundress, 

Here’s a tip: I’ve found that stiff jeans & 
towels are a pretty universal complaint about 
air-drying, especially in areas of hard water —
but did you know adding white vinegar to the 
rinse water can soften them right up? 

Maybe you can help me with this one.  I 
live in an area where there is very rapid devel-
opment taking place on ditched and drained 
forestland. When the wind blows everything 
gets covered with very fine grey or mafic dust 
from former wetlands. (The same thing hap-
pens in some major agricultural areas —usually 
in March and April in North Carolina) I thought 
of the following solutions (in all good humor):   
1. Move and launch an all-out war on loss of 

wetland and poor farming practices (no-till 
farming might offer some answers) so it does 
not happen again in your new location.  Then 
again, if people stopped moving around so 
much, we might not have the loss of wet-
lands to begin with… 

2. Compromise solution: Wait to wash and dry 
clothes indoors until conditions are better.   

3. Give up and use the dryer, if the condition 
persists and you are wearing the same 
clothes for the third time in a week since 
busy modern schedules do not allow flexibil-
ity (Our societal bias toward linear either/or 
thinking).   

4. Stop wearing clothes.     
-Boyce Cheek, North Carolina 
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Letters to the Editor 
On the subject of Laundry Lines and Regulation 

HANGING OUT 

Photo by Jason L. Smith 

OUR MISSION 

Project Laundry List 
uses words, images 

and advocacy to educate 
people about how simple 

lifestyle modifications, 
including air-drying one’s 

clothes, reduce our 
dependence on 

environmentally and 
culturally costly 
energy sources. 



Coming in  
the next  

issue,  
Summer 
2007… 

 
Editor 

Susannah B. 
Smith 

interviews 
James  

Howard  
Kunstler 

 
* * * 

 
More lovely 

artwork and prose 
 

* * * 
 

Update on 
Hydro-Quebec & 

Energy Issues 
 

* * * 
 

Ways to  
smarten up your 

eco- footprint 

27 Holly Street, Suite A 
Concord, NH  03301 

 
Phone: (603) 223-3098 

E-mail: info@laundrylist.org 
 

“I’ve been looking forward 
to hanging out with the 

people in your organization 
for a long time.” 

David T. Suzuki, PhD. 

PROJECT 
LAUNDRY 

LIST 

pass a bylaw restricting hanging out clothes.  There was a huge uproar, especially 
since the timing for this issue coincided with summer hydro blackouts and brownouts 
due to an unusually hot and dry summer, which caused a greater use of power, with a 
co-incidental drop in available electricity.  It appears that the mayor lost the election, 
primarily due to his stance against outdoor laundry hanging, to a pro-hanger competi-
tor.  This happened about four years ago, and it is still astounding that this issue 
keeps coming up everywhere.” 

Joanne tells us that many of her laundry-themed paintings sell to Easterners who 
live by the ocean.  Perhaps when they come to her area in central Canada, they miss 
the windswept, free flowing fabrics against the ocean backdrops.  “I guess my laun-
dry paintings help to bring back memories of "home" for those so far away from their 
beloved landscapes,” she says. 

To visit Joanne and browse her online gallery, please see her website, 
http://www.joannegervais.com. ♦ 

Meet Our Staff... 
Office Manager Andrew Sylvia 

We’re on the Web! 

www.laundrylist.org 

Andrew Sylvia 
is, or has been, a 
member of Citizens 
Action for Southern 
New Hampshire, 
Democracy For 
New Hampshire, 
Swing the Vote, the 
Executive Board of 
the Hillsborough 

County Democratic Committee, and 
many others he can't remember off the 
top of his head. 

Andrew has also written for the 
Keene Sentinel (including satellite pa-
pers), the Monadnock Shopper News, the 
Keene State Equinox, the Keene Enter-
tainment Weekly, the Hippopress, the 
Cabinet Press (several newspapers in the 
Souhegan Valley), and has been on air or 
behind the scenes at WKNH/Keene, 
WSMN/Nashua, WNBX/Springfield 
(VT), WNTK/New London/Newport, 
and WUVR/Lebanon. ♦ 

 
PURCHASE THIS SPACE 

 
Contact editor@laundrylist.org 

for further information 
 

Ads help us to cover the cost of 
printing and distributing the newsletter. 

Joanne Gervais, continued from page 5 

 

We Want You…. 

To Write for Us! 
 

Send us your ideas,  

questions, quotes, facts….  

Poems, pictures, essays, prose… about energy-wise living, 
simple solutions, and —of course —hanging out! 

Writers’ Guidelines posted at 
http://www.laundrylist.org/hangingout/guidelines.htm 

For more information, please contact editor@laundrylist.org 

http://www.joannegervais.com/�
mailto:editor@laundrylist.org�
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